Sound Bites
Animal Magic!

How to use these Sound
Bites notes with our videos:
These notes will provide a brief background to
each piece and a suggested conversation starter
to use if you wish after you have heard the piece.
If our music sparks a memory or conversation,

The ﬁlm you’re about to watch is called
Animal Magic and features our musicians
Di (ﬂute), Sal (clarinet), Vic (oboe), Fran (French
Horn) and Phil (bassoon).

why not pause the video at this point to continue
your sharing, or continue onto the next piece,
pausing when you feel the time is right to do so.
Some of the pieces featured are songs, so do use
your Song Sheets to join in if you would like to.

They will be playing music by Rimsky Korsakov, SaintSaëns and Gershwin to tell the story of a school trip to
Dudley Zoo. So get comfortable and enjoy our musical
shares.

Music Featured in this Video:
Walking the Dog
The Pink Panther Theme
from The Pink Panther
Fossils from
The Carnival of the Animals
The Bear with the Sore Head
Les Animaux from Mississippi Five
When I'm Sixty-Four
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Rufus Thomas (1963)
Henry Mancini (1963)
Camille Saint-Saëns (1922)
Julius Fučík (1907)
Jim Parker (1993)
Lennon/McCartney (1967)
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Walking the Dog
This year in 1962

Walking the Dog is a song
written and recorded by Rufus
Thomas in 1962, on his 1963
album of the same name. It
was his biggest hit reaching
number 10 on the Billboard
Hot 100 between December
1963 and January 1964
remaining on the Hot 100 for
14 weeks!

Margot Fonteyn and Rudolf
Nureyev’s first dance together
in a Royal Ballet performance
of Giselle, in London.
Acker Bilk's Stranger on the
Shore becomes the first British
recording to reach number one,
in the US Billboard Hot 100.
A heavy smog develops over
London.

?
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Marilyn Monroe is found dead
from an overdose of sleeping
pills.
Dr. No, the first James Bond
film, premieres at the London
Pavilion, featuring Sean
Connery as the hero.
The beginning of the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

Did you have any pets when you were growing up?
Do you have a favourite Zoo animal?
Do have a favourite walk?

The Pink Panther
Written by Henry Mancini
for the 1963 ﬁlm, The Pink
Panther, starring Peter
Sellers. Trail of the Pink
Panther (1982) was the ﬁrst
Pink Panther ﬁlm made after
Peter Sellers' death in 1980.

This year in 1980

1980 saw the first CND rallies at
Greenham Common.
The Rubik's Cube makes its
international debut at The British
Toy and Hobby Fair, Earl's Court,
London.
George Lucas' 2nd Star Wars film
(Star Wars: Episode V - The
Empire Strikes Back) is released
in the United States.

?
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Lech Wałęsa leads the first of
many strikes at the Gdańsk
Shipyard in the Polish People's
Republic.
British Leyland launches its new
Metro.
The opening of the Alton Towers
theme park.
The murder of John Lennon
outside of his apartment in New
York, USA.

Can you do an imitation of Inspector Cluso?
The Pink Panther is a diamond in the ﬁlm.
Do you have a favourite gemstone?
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This piece is one movement
of fourteen from the work
The Carnival of the Animals
by the French romantic
composer Camille SaintSaëns. It represents fossils
and makes use of the
xylophone to add a little
comedy! In 1949, Ogden
Nash wrote a set of
humorous verses to
accompany each
movement for a Columbia
Masterworks recording of
Carnival of the Animals
conducted by Andre
Kostelanetz.
They were recited on the
original album by Noël
Coward, dubbed over or
spliced in between sections
of the previously recorded
music.

?

Fossils
This year in 1949

Peacetime conscription in the
United Kingdom is regularised
under the National Service Act
1947. Men aged 18–26 in
England, Scotland and Wales
are obliged to serve full-time in
the armed forces for 18 months.
Women's Auxiliary Air Force
renamed as the Women's Royal
Air Force.
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George Orwell's dystopian novel
Nineteen Eighty-Four is
published.
Rationing of clothes ends in
Britain.
U.S. President Harry S. Truman
announces that the Soviet Union
has tested the atomic bomb.

The first Badminton Horse Trials
are held at Badminton House in
Gloucestershire.

Have you been to the Jurassic Coast in Dorset?
Did you ﬁnd a fossil?
Can you play the xylophone?

The Old Brown Bear with a Sore Head
The Old Brown Bear with
a Sore Head was written
by Czech composer
Julius Fučik (18 July 1872
– 25 September 1916).
The bassoon is a grumbly
bear who keeps trying to
slow the music down, but
the rest of us keep trying
to pick up the tempo. He
saves his best growl to
the end of the piece!

This year in 1916

Sir Hubert Parry writes the
choral setting of William Blake's
poem ‘And did those feet in
ancient time’, which becomes
known as Jerusalem.
Battle of the Somme: More than
one million soldiers die; with
57,470 British Empire casualties
on the first day.
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German High Seas Fleet in the
North Sea.
Gustav Holst completes
composition of his orchestral
suite The Planets, Opus 3.
Al Jolson recorded Down Where
the Swanee River Flows.

Battle of Jutland between the
Royal Navy's Grand Fleet and the

?
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Have you ever had a sore head?
Do you have a favourite bear? Mine’s Yogi.
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Les Animaux
Les Animaux is a movement
from a 1920s-style piece by
Jim Parker called Mississippi
Five. Parker has composed
many scores to historicallybased TV dramas including
Mapp and Lucia, Moll
Flanders and House of
Cards.

This year in 1920

Great Britain and Ireland
compete at the Olympics in
Antwerp and win 15 gold, 15
silver and 13 bronze medals.
Aston Villa beat Huddersfield
Town 1–0 in the first FA Cup
Final since 1915.
City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra formed, the UK's
first municipally-supported
orchestra.
Sylvia Pankhurst is jailed for six
months.

?
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Rupert the Bear first appears in
a cartoon strip in the Daily
Express.
Meccano Ltd of Liverpool
produce the first Hornby toy
train, a clockwork 0 gauge
model.
The Spanish Flu ends with an
estimated 17 to 50 million dead.
It would be the last global
pandemic until the COVID-19
pandemic almost exactly a
century later.

Have you had a Mississippi Mud Pie? (can you spell it? I can’t.)
Did you watch House of Cards in 1990?
Do you have a political view?

When I’m 64
When I’m 64 was written by
Paul McCartney (credited to
Lennon–McCartney) and
released on their 1967
album Sgt. Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Band. It was
one of the ﬁrst songs
written by McCartney, who
wrote it when he was 14
(1956).

?

This year in 1956
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The Duke of Edinburgh's Award
launched.

Mettoy introduce Corgi Toys model
cars, manufactured in South Wales.

Release of Shirley Bassey's first
single, Burn My Candle (At Both
Ends).

Jim Laker sets a record by taking
19 wickets in a first class cricket
match at Old Trafford in the fourth
Test between England and
Australia.

Humphrey Lyttelton and his band
record his trad jazz composition
Bad Penny Blues in London with
sound engineer Joe Meek. This
was the first British jazz record to
get into the Top Twenty.

PG Tips launches its long-running
ITV advertising campaign using a
chimpanzees' tea party (with voices
provided by Peter Sellers).

This was the theme tune to Points of View.
Did you write into Points of View?
Are there any programmes on TV you have a ‘Point of View’ on?

Thank you for joining us today and we do we look forward
to seeing you again on one of our next videos.
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