
How to use these Sound 
Bites notes with our videos:

These notes will provide a brief background to 

each piece and a suggested conversation starter 

to use if you wish after you have heard the piece.  

If our music sparks a memory or conversation, 

why not pause the video at this point to continue 

your sharing, or continue onto the next piece, 

pausing when you feel the time is right to do so. 

Some of the pieces featured are songs, so do use 

your Song Sheets to join in if you would like to.

Sound Bites

Dancing through Life

The film you’re about to watch is called  

Dancing Through Life and features our musicians  

Martha (trombone), Phil (bassoon), Craig (French 

Horn) and Fran (French Horn).  

 

They will be playing music by Greig, Dvořák and 

Offenbach to tell the story of a world cruise. So get 

comfortable and join us aboard the Ocean Star as we 

set sail for the trip of a lifetime…

www.orchestraoftheswan.org

                                                                            Music Featured in this Video: 

 

                                     Drunken Sailor      Trad. Arr. Colin A.H.Asher 

 

           Anitra's Dance from Peer Gynt      Edvard Grieg (1876) Arr. Marosi Tamás 

 

         Mango Walk to Linstead Market      Trad. Arr. Judith Hague 

 

           Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy  

                           from The Nutcracker      Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1892) Arr. Ryan Linham 

 

                           Slavonic Dance No.8      Antonin Dvořák  Arr. Adrian Taylor 

 

                                    Dancing Queen      Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus (1976) Arr. Tasha M 

 

                                               Can-Can  

      from Orpheus in the Underworld      Jacques Offenbach (1858) Arr. Ryan Linham 
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Drunken Sailor

Also known as What Shall We 

Do with the Drunken Sailor? 

this song is a sea shanty: songs 

used to accompany work tasks 

such as hauling ropes aboard 

sailing ships.  

 

The song has been widely 

recorded under a number of 

titles by a range of performers 

most notably The Irish Rovers 

- formed in 1963.

? Have you been on a boat? 
 
Do you know any sea shanties? 
 
Have you sat at the Captain’s Table? 

Winter of  1963: The UK 
experiences the worst winter 
since 1946–1947. Low 
temperatures keep snow 
lying around until early-April 
in some areas. 

Musical film Summer Holiday 
starring Cliff  Richard 
premieres in London. 

Chairman of  British Railways 
Dr. Richard Beeching issues a 
report calling for huge cuts to 

the UK's rail network. 

Manchester United beat 
Leicester City 3–1 in the FA 
Cup final at Wembley Stadium 
with two goals from David Herd 
and another from Denis Law. 

Profumo affair: John Profumo, 
Secretary of  State for War, 
admits to misleading 
Parliament and resigns over 
his affair with Christine 
Keeler. 
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Anitra’s Dance

This piece comes from the 

incidental music to Peer 

Gynt, Henrik Ibsen's 1867 

play of the same name and 

was composed by the 

Norwegian composer 

Edvard Grieg in 1875.

? Have you been to the Fjords? 
 
They like soused herrings I hear. Do you like fish? 
 

Johann Strauss II's waltz  
The Blue Danube (An der 
schönen blauen Donau) 
is first performed. 

The Strait Settlement of 
Singapore, formerly ruled from 
Calcutta, becomes a Crown 
colony, under the jurisdiction of 
the Colonial Office in London. 

The Sheffield Wednesday F.C. 
is founded, at the Adelphi 

Hotel in Sheffield. 

Prime Minister – Edward Smith-
Stanley, 14th Earl of Derby . 

The Society of Arts inaugurates 
the Blue Plaque scheme, for 
erecting memorial tablets on 
London houses previously the 
homes of notable people, the 
first being at Lord Byron's 
birthplace, 24 Holles Street, off 
Cavendish Square. 
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Mango Walk & Linstead Market

Traditional Jamaican children’s 

songs.   

 

Linstead Market was recorded 

by Sly and Robbie in 2018.

? Do you like Mangoes? 
 
Can you do the Rhumba? 
 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron agrees to loan the 
Bayeux Tapestry to the United 
Kingdom; the first time in 950 
years it will have left France. 

Former Russian double agent 
Sergei Skripal and daughter 
Yulia are poisoned with a 
publicly unidentified nerve 
agent in Salisbury. 

Meghan Markle joins the  
Queen for her first official event 
at a service to mark 
Commonwealth Day. 

Catherine, Duchess of 
Cambridge, gives birth to a 
baby boy at St Mary's Hospital, 
London, who becomes fifth-in-
line to the throne and Queen's 
sixth great-grandchild. He is 
subsequently named Louis 
Arthur Charles. 

The wedding of Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle is held at St 
George's Chapel, Windsor, with 
an estimated global audience 
of 1.9 billion. 
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Dance of the Sugarplum Fairy

This piece comes from the 

ballet The Nutcracker 

composed by Pyotr Ilyich 

Tchaikovsky. It was written 

in 1892 and remains a 

popular performance at 

Christmas.

? Do you like fruit and nut chocolate? 
 
Did you know the Russian Tsar was related to Queen 
Victoria? 
 
Do you like ballet? Did you have ballet lessons? 

Liverpool F.C. was established 
as a football club. 

Ellis Island opens as a US 
immigration inspection station - 
it would go on to be the gateway 
to the US for more than 12 
million people. 

The Coca-Cola Company is 
incorporated in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

1st performance of Antonín 
Dvořák's Carnival Overture. 

Dadabhai Naoroji elected as 
first Indian Member of 
Parliament in Britain. 

4th & last British government of 
William Gladstone forms. 
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Slavonic Dances
This piece is by Czech 

composer Antonin Dvořák 

born September 8, 1841, in 

Nelahozeves, Bohemia, 

Austrian Empire [since 1989 

Czech Republic]. Slavonic 

Dance no. 8 (of 16) was 

originally written for 4 hands 

to play on 1 piano. It is a 

Furiant (a rapid tempo 

Bohemian dance) and was 

written in 1878. This 

arrangement is by composer 

and trombonist, Adrian Taylor.

? Do you know the countries of the Baltics and their history? 
 

Can you do the Polka?  Have you been seasick? 

In November 1989, the Velvet 
Revolution ended communist 
rule in the country, and on 1 
January 1993, Czechoslovakia 
was dissolved, with its 
constituent states becoming 
the independent states of the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. 

The Hillsborough disaster, one 
of the biggest tragedies in 
European football, claims the 
life of 96 Liverpool F.C. 
supporters. 

 

The wreck of German 
battleship Bismarck, which was 
sunk in 1941, is located 960 
kilometres (600 mi) west of 
Brest, France. 

June 21 – English police 
arrest 250 people celebrating 
the summer solstice at 
Stonehenge. 

The Dalai Lama wins the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

The Berlin Wall came down. 
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Dancing Queen

Dancing Queen is a pop 

song by the Swedish group 

ABBA, and the lead single 

from their fourth studio 

album, Arrival. It became 

ABBA's only number one hit 

in the United States, and 

topped the charts in 

Australia, Canada, the 

Netherlands, Belgium, 

Ireland, Mexico, New 

Zealand, Norway, South 

Africa, Spain, Sweden, the 

United Kingdom, Germany 

and Rhodesia! ? Did you see Abba win the Eurovision Song Contest? 
 
Do you have a favourite Abba song? 
 
Have you seen Mamma Mia the musical/film? 

The 1976 British Isles heat 
wave led to the second hottest 
summer average temperature 
in the UK since records began. 

1976 was also a year of strikes 
and raging inflation. 

Cod War: British and Icelandic 
ships clash at sea. 

The first commercial Concorde 
flight takes off, from Heathrow 
Airport to Bahrain. 

The United Kingdom wins the 
Eurovision Song Contest for the 
third time with the song Save 
Your Kisses for Me, sung by 
Brotherhood of Man. It remains 
one of the biggest-selling 
Eurovision songs ever. 

Racing driver James Hunt 
becomes Formula One World 
Champion. 
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Can-Can

This high-energy, high-kicking 

dance became popular in the 

French Music Halls of the 

1840s. Many composers have 

written music for the can-can. 

This version, which is the most 

famous, was written by French 

composer Jacques Offenbach 

and features in his operetta 

Orphée aux Enfers (Orpheus in 

the Underworld) (1858).  The 

Can-Can also appears in the 

2001 film Moulin Rouge.

? Can you do the Can Can?  I do in my chair. It’s much safer. 
 
Have you been to the Moulin Rouge in Paris? 
 

September 11, two passenger 
planes hijacked by Al Qaeda 
terrorists crash into New York's 
World Trade Towers     

Ocean's Eleven directed by 
Steven Soderbergh, starring 
George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Matt 
Damon and Julia Roberts 
premieres 

Kylie Minogue releases her 
single I Just Can't Get You Out 
of My Head, the biggest of her 
career 

Foot and mouth crisis begins 

The wreckage of Donald 
Campbell's speedboat Bluebird 
K7 is raised from the bottom of 
Coniston Water in Cumbria, 34 
years after Campbell was killed 
in an attempt to break the world 
water speed record 
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Thank you for joining us today and we do we look 
forward to seeing you again on one of our next videos.
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