
How to use these Sound 
Bites notes with our videos:

These notes will provide a brief background to 

each piece and a suggested conversation starter 

to use if you wish after you have heard the piece.  

If our music sparks a memory or conversation, 

why not pause the video at this point to continue 

your sharing, or continue onto the next piece, 

pausing when you feel the time is right to do so. 

Some of the pieces featured are songs, so do use 

your Song Sheets to join in if you would like to.

Sound Bites

Dinner and a Show

The film you’re about to watch is called  

Dinner And A Show and features our musicians  

Shulah (violin), Naomi (violin), Robyn (viola) and 

Anna (cello).  

 

They will be playing music by Rodgers and 

Hammerstein, Irving Berlin and Electric Light 

Orchestra/ ELO to tell the story of a romantic night out. 

So get comfortable and enjoy our musical shares. 

www.orchestraoftheswan.org

                                                                            Music Featured in this Video: 

 

             When a Man Loves a Woman      Calvin Lewis and Andrew Wright (1966) 

 

                                          Mr. Blue Sky      Jeff Lynne (1977) 

 

         Let’s Face the Music and Dance  

                           from Follow the Fleet     Irving Berlin (1936) 

 

                             The Sound of Music      Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II (1965) 

 

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes from Roberta     Jerome Kern and Otto Harbach (1933) 

 

                                         Stand By Me      Ben E. King, Jerry Leiber, and Mike Stoller (1961) 
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When a Man loves a Woman

When a Man Loves a Woman 

was written by Calvin Lewis 

and Andrew Wright and first 

recorded by Percy Sledge in 

1966.

? Did you write love letters?  
 
Percy Sledge was an R&B singer – do you like Rhythm & Blues? 
 
Bournville is famous for chocolate. Do you like your 
chocolate dark or with milk?

The UK Prime Minister was 
Harold Wilson. 

BBC1 television sitcom Till 
Death Us Do Part begins its first 
series run. 

The Beatles reach the top of the 
British singles charts for the 
tenth time with Paperback Writer. 

England beats West Germany 
4–2 to win the 1966 World Cup 
at Wembley. Geoff  Hurst scores 
a hat-trick, and Martin Peters 

scores the other English goal, in 
a game which attracts an all-
time record UK television 
audience of more than 32 million. 

Radio Caroline South, pirate 
radio ship MV Mi Amigo runs 
aground on the beach at Frinton. 

The Frost Report, which 
launches the television careers 
of  John Cleese, Ronnie Barker 
and Ronnie Corbett and other 
writers and performers, is first 
broadcast on BBC1. 
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Mr. Blue Sky

Mr. Blue Sky was written by 

the Electric Light Orchestra 

(ELO) and featured on the 

band's seventh studio album 

Out of the Blue (1977). 

Written and produced by 

frontman Jeff Lynne, the 

song forms the fourth and 

final track of the Concerto 

for a Rainy Day suite, on 

side three of the original 

double album.

? Have you been late for a bus? 
 
Do you have a favourite place where you’ve seen the Bluest Sky? 
 
Did you have a street party for the Queen’s Jubilee?

The UK Prime Minister was 
James Callaghan.  

The US president was Jimmy 
Carter.  

Silver jubilee of  Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

The Sex Pistols release  
God Save the Queen, sparking 
major controversy and leading 
to a ban on the song by the 
BBC. 

Legendary England cricket all-
rounder Ian Botham on debut 
takes 5 for 74 in the Australian 
1st innings in a 7 wicket 3rd 
Test win at Trent Bridge. 

Elvis Presley died.  
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Let’s Face the Music and Dance

Let's Face the Music and 

Dance is a song written in 

1936 by Irving Berlin for the 

film Follow the Fleet, where it 

was introduced by Fred Astaire 

and featured in a celebrated 

dance duet with Astaire and 

Ginger Rogers. 

? Do you like French Food?  Snails or Crème Brulee? 
 
Can you dance like Fred and Ginger? 
 
Do you have a favourite meal? 

The UK Prime Minister was 
Stanley Baldwin. 

Billy Butlin opens his first Butlins 
holiday camp, Butlins Skegness. 
It is officially opened by Amy 
Johnson of Hull (the first woman 
to fly solo from England to 
Australia). 

England celebrates its first ever 
win over the All Blacks in rugby 
union, in particular the two 
famous tries by "The Prince" HH 
Alexander Obolensky. 

The IV Olympic Winter Games 
opens in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany. 

Fred Perry wins his third 
successive men's singles tennis 
title at Wimbledon. 

Edward VIII abdication crisis: 
King Edward VIII of the United 
Kingdom signs an instrument of 
abdication at Fort Belvedere, 
Surrey in the presence of his 
three brothers, The Duke of York, 
The Duke of Gloucester and The 
Duke of Kent. 
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Sound of Music – part 1
The Sound of Music, is a 
musical with music by 
Richard Rodgers, lyrics by 
Oscar Hammerstein II, 
and a book by Howard 
Lindsay and Russel 
Crouse. It is based on the 
1949 memoir of Maria 
von Trapp, The Story of 
the Trapp Family Singers. 
Set in Austria on the eve 
of the Anschluss in 1938, 
the musical tells the story 
of Maria, who takes a job 
as governess to a large 
family while she decides 
whether to become a 
nun.   

Cont… 

? Have you been to Austria? 
 
Have you climbed a mountain? 
 
Do you have a favourite thing? 

The UK Prime Minister was 
Neville Chamberlain. 

Sir Anthony Eden resigns as 
British Foreign Secretary, 
following major disagreements 
with Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain over the best policy 
to follow with regards to Italy, and 
is succeeded by Lord Halifax. 

A nylon bristle toothbrush 
becomes the first commercial 
product to be made with nylon 

yarn. 

Oil is discovered in Saudi Arabia. 

Huey, Dewey and Louie make 
their first appearance, in the 
Disney animated short Donald's 
Nephews. 

Heavyweight boxing champion 
Joe Louis knocks out Max 
Schmeling in the first round of 
their rematch, at Yankee Stadium 
in New York City. 
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Sound of Music – part 2

She falls in love with the 
children, and eventually 
their widowed father, 
Captain von Trapp. He is 
ordered to accept a 
commission in the 
German navy, but he 
opposes the Nazis. He 
and Maria decide on a 
plan to flee Austria with 
the children. Many songs 
from the musical have 
become standards, such 
as Edelweiss, My 
Favourite Things, Climb 
Ev'ry Mountain, Do-Re-
Mi, and the title song The 
Sound of Music.

? Can you sing? 
 
Do you like a G & T? 
 
Do you have a favourite Rogers & Hammerstein musical?  
 
I like Oklahama!! 

The UK Prime Minister was 
Clement Attlee. 

Rationing of clothes ends in 
Britain. 

The London Mozart Players 
perform their first concert at 
the Wigmore Hall, London. 

World heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Louis retires. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
South Pacific, starring Mary 
Martin and Ezio Pinza, opens 

on Broadway, and goes on to 
become R&H's second longest-
running musical. It becomes an 
instant classic of the musical 
theatre. The score's biggest hit 
is the song Some Enchanted 
Evening. 

The first television western, 
Hopalong Cassidy, airs on NBC 
in the United States. 
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Smoke Gets in your Eyes

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes is a 

show tune written by 

American composer Jerome 

Kern and lyricist Otto 

Harbach for the 1933 

musical Roberta. Later in 

1959, it was also a number 1 

chart hit for The Platters.

? Have you had smoke in your eyes? 
 
Did you have a favourite club? 
 
Did you drive or catch the bus to get there? 

The UK Prime Minister was 
Harold Macmillan. 

Motown Records is founded by 
Berry Gordy, Jr. in Detroit. 

A chartered plane transporting 
musicians Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens and The Big Bopper with 
pilot Roger Peterson goes down 
in foggy conditions near Clear 
Lake, Iowa, killing all four on 
board. The tragedy is later 

termed The Day the Music Died, 
popularized in Don McLean's 
1971 song American Pie. 

The Marx Brothers make their 
last television appearance, in The 
Incredible Jewel Robbery. 

Mattel's Barbie doll debuts in the 
United States. 

1959 FA Cup Final: Nottingham 
Forest defeats Luton Town 2–1 at 
Wembley Stadium. 
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Stand By Me

Stand by Me is a song 

originally performed in 

1961 by American singer-

songwriter Ben E. King and 

written by King, Jerry 

Leiber, and Mike Stoller. 

According to King, the title 

and song were inspired by 

a spiritual written by Sam 

Cooke and J. W. Alexander 

called Stand by Me Father, 

recorded by the Soul 

Stirrers.

? This song was in a famous jeans advert.  
 
Do you like to wear denim? 
 
Ben E King was in the Drifters.  
 
Can you sing any of their songs?  

The Avengers television series 
first screened on ITV. 

The Jaguar E-Type, a sports 
car capable of reaching speeds 
of 150 mph, is launched. 

Acker Bilk's Stranger on the 
Shore is released. 

The farthing coin, used since 
the thirteenth century, ceases 
to be legal tender. 

John F. Kennedy is sworn in as 
the 35th President of the 
United States. 

Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin 
becomes the first human in 
space. 
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Thank you for joining us today and we do we look 
forward to seeing you again on one of our next videos.

ORCHESTRA OF  The Swan


