Sound Bites
Post War Pops

How to use these Sound
Bites notes with our videos:
These notes will provide a brief background to
each piece and a suggested conversation starter
to use if you wish after you have heard the piece.

The ﬁlm you’re about to watch is called
Post War Pops and features our musicians
Di (ﬂute), Sal (clarinet) and Oli (bassoon).

If our music sparks a memory or conversation,
why not pause the video at this point to continue
your sharing, or continue onto the next piece,

They will be playing music by Eva Cassidy, The Beatles
and Abba to tell the story of Helen's ﬁrst love affair.

pausing when you feel the time is right to do so.
Some of the pieces featured are songs, so do use

So get comfortable and enjoy our musical shares.

your Song Sheets to join in if you would like to.

Music Featured in this Video:
Yellow Submarine
Rock Around the Clock
Summer Nights
Imagine
Theme from Jeeves and Wooster
Wonderful World

Autumn Leaves

Mamma Mia
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Lennon/McCartney (1966)
Max C. Freedman and James E. Myers (1952)
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey (1978) arr Diane Clark
John Lennon (1988) arr. H.G.Thomas
Anne Dudley (1990) arr. D Watts
Words and music by George David Weiss
and Bob Thiele (1967)
Joseph Kosma (1945)
with original lyrics by Jacques Prévert
Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus (1975)
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Yellow Submarine
Yellow Submarine released in
1968, is a Beatles song from
their 1966 album Revolver.
Written by Lennon &
McCartney it is actually
drummer Ringo who sings!

This year in 1968

Martin Luther King Jnr was
assassinated.
British Prime Minister Harold
Wilson endorses the I'm
Backing Britain campaign for
working an additional half-hour
each day without pay.
The 1968 Winter Olympics are
held in Grenoble, France.
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of Blood speech in Birmingham.
The musical Hair officially opens
on Broadway.
Radical feminist Valerie Solanas
shoots Andy Warhol at his New
York City studio, The Factory; he
survives after a 5-hour
operation.

British politician Enoch Powell
makes his controversial Rivers

?

Have you been on a submarine or underwater?
I’ve been on a glass bottomed boat!!
Do you have any naval stories?

Rock Around the Clock
Rock Around the Clock Is a
12-bar blues song written in
1952 by Max C. Freedman
and James E. Myers. The
best-known and most
successful rendition was
recorded by Bill Haley & His
Comets in 1954 for
American Decca. It was a
number one single for two
months.
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This year in 1954

Marilyn Monroe marries
baseball player Joe DiMaggio,
at San Francisco City Hall.
Elizabeth II becomes the first
reigning monarch to visit
Australia.
Bill Haley & His Comets record
Rock Around the Clock.
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Food rationing in Great Britain
ends.
The Fellowship of the Ring, the
first of three volumes in J.R.R.
Tolkien's epic fantasy novel,
The Lord of the Rings, is
published.

Roger Bannister runs the first
sub-four minute mile.

Do you have a cure for hangovers?
Have you rocked around the clock?
Were you a jiver?
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Summer Nights
Summer Nights is a popular
song from the musical Grease,
written by Jim Jacobs and
Warren Casey. This bestknown version was recorded
by John Travolta and Olivia
Newton-John for the bigscreen ﬁlm of the musical in
1978, and released as a single
that same year.

?

This year in 1978
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Anna Ford becomes the first
female newsreader on ITN.

Dominica gains its independence
from the United Kingdom.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy first broadcast by BBC
Radio 4.

Buckingham Palace announces
that Prince Andrew is to join the
Royal Navy.

The Andrew Lloyd Webber
musical Evita opens at the Prince
Edward Theatre in London.

Dallas debuts on CBS, and gives
birth to the modern day
primetime soap opera.

Motability, a charity which
provides cars to disabled people,
founded.

Did you go to University?
Were you a T-Bird or a Pink Lady?
Do you have a memorable summer night?

Imagine
This year in 1971

Written by ex-Beatle John
Lennon in 1971, Imagine
became the best-selling
single of his solo career.
The lyrics encourage
listeners to imagine a
world of peace, without
borders and possessions –
an aspirational world.

Rolls-Royce goes bankrupt and is
nationalised.
Apollo 14 lands on the Moon.
The United Kingdom and Ireland
both switch to decimal currency.
Evel Knievel sets a world record
and jumps 19 cars in Ontario,
California.
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performance of Stairway to
Heaven, a song from their fourth
album.
'Fight of the Century': Boxer Joe
Frazier defeats Muhammad Ali in
a 15-round unanimous decision
at Madison Square Garden.

In Belfast, a Led Zeppelin show
includes the first public
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Do you like this song?
Do you think the Beatles should have stayed together?
Can you imagine a world of peace?
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Theme from Jeeves and Wooster
This piece is the theme tune
to the ITV comedy-drama
television series adapted by
Clive Exton from P. G.
Wodehouse's Jeeves stories.
The 1920s themed series
starred Hugh Laurie as
Bertie Wooster, a young
gentleman and Stephen Fry
as Jeeves, his highly
intelligent valet.

This year in 1990

?
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Poland becomes the first
country in Eastern Europe to
begin abolishing its state
socialist economy. Poland also
withdraws from the Warsaw
Pact.

"The Second Battle of
Trafalgar": A massive anti-poll
tax demonstration in Trafalgar
Square, London, turns into a
riot; 471 people are injured, and
341 are arrested.

The Leaning Tower of Pisa is
closed to the public because of
safety concerns.

In Nepal, Birendra of Nepal lifts
a ban on political parties
following violent protest.

Nelson Mandela is released
from Victor Verster Prison, near
Cape Town, South Africa, after
27 years behind bars.

Aldi, a German discount food
supermarket chain, opens its
first store in Britain, in
Stechford, Birmingham.

Did you watch Jeeves and Wooster in the 90’s?
“There is no surer foundation for a beautiful friendship than a
mutual taste in literature” is a PG Wodehouse quote – do you
have a favourite book?

Wonderful World
Famously recorded by Louis
Armstrong in 1967 for ABC
Records. It was created in
order to cut through the
racial tensions of the 1960’s
but due to a lack of
promotion, it did not
succeed as a single on its
ﬁrst issue in the United
States, although it topped
the charts in many other
countries. The song came to
renewed attention after
Armstrong’s recording of it
was featured on the
soundtrack of the 1987 ﬁlm
Good Morning, Vietnam.
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This year in 1955
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Protests erupted about the
Vietnam War.
Elvis Presley married Priscilla in
Las Vegas.
Israel fought and won the SixDay War against Egypt, Jordan,
and Syria.
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Louis Armstrong was a famous trumpet player
– can you play an instrument?
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Autumn Leaves
As a jazz standard, Autumn
Leaves has accumulated more
than a thousand commercial
recordings. The song was
recorded steadily throughout
the 1950s by leading pop
vocalists including Bing
Crosby (1950), Nat King Cole
(1955), Doris Day (1956), and
Frank Sinatra (1957)
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This year in 1955

Winston Churchill resigns as
Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom.
Anthony Eden becomes Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom.
Eighty-three people are killed
and at least 100 are injured,
after two race cars collide in the
1955 24 Hours of Le Mans.
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Airfix produce their first scale
model aircraft kit, of the
Supermarine Spitfire at 1:72
scale.
Ealing comedy film The
Ladykillers released.

Stirling Moss becomes the first
English winner of the British
Grand Prix at Aintree Motor
Racing Circuit.

Do you like the colours of Autumn?
An arboretum is the best place to see this spectacular
display – have you been to an arboretum?
Do you have a favourite tree? Mine’s a Horse Chestnut.
I loved to play Conkers as a nipper!

Mamma Mia
This year in 2008

Mamma Mia was written by
Swedish pop group ABBA in
1975. It was later used as the
name for a musical ﬁlm
based on their songs and
released in 2008.
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Austria and Switzerland jointly
host the UEFA Euro 2008
football tournament, which is
won by Spain.

Lewis Hamilton became the
youngest ever Formula One
World Champion in motor
racing.

The 2008 Summer Olympics
take place in Beijing, China.

Woolworths announced their
807 UK stores will close by 5
January 2009, putting some
27,000 people out of work.

The Spotify music streaming
service is launched in Sweden.
Bitcoin, the first decentralized
digital currency, is invented.

?

Do you have a favourite Abba tune? I do. Mine’s Waterloo.
Have you been to a musical? Do you have a favourite?

Thank you for joining us today and we do we look forward
to seeing you again on one of our next videos.
www.orchestraoftheswan.org

